
  Promoting the enjoyment, knowledge and benefits of gardens and gardening 

Open Gardens South Australia 
Welcomes you to 

EL KADERA 

Sunday 6 & Monday 7 October 2019        395 Ironbank Road, Ironbank 

 

Open Gardens South Australia Inc: is a not for profit organisation opening private gardens to the general public  The 

purpose of Open Gardens SA is to educate and promote the enjoyment, knowledge and benefits of gardens and 
gardening in South Australia and to build strong public support for the development of gardens. 

Web page: http://opengardensa.org.au/  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/opengardensa 

 

Welcome to our home ‘El Kadera’ 

Perched high on a hill with far reaching views over the Onkaparinga Hills to the sea and on a clear 
day the outline of Kangaroo Island is said to be seen.  This property is approximately 100 metres 
wide and close to a kilometre in length – 9.22 hectares (22 acres).  It was initially part of a farm that 
as far as we can ascertain ran sheep as the top building was originally a shearing shed.  Once 
subdivided it became a horse property and then after being sold again the residence and a large 
shed was built on it and the garden ensued… 

We have owned the property now for over 12 years.  Whilst a garden existed we have continued to 
enhance, redesign, add and nurture the garden to its current state.  Being a hills garden we are 
generally up to a month or 6 weeks behind the ‘the plains’ blooming schedule eg most of our roses 
don’t bloom until November.  There are a range of ornamentals including many deciduous trees, 
confers and many acid loving plants such as camellias and daphnes.  An orchard, citrus grove and 
other fruit/nut trees are dotted around the property including pecan, walnut and avocado.  
Specimen trees such as the tulip tree (Liriodendron), the Royal Paulownia(Paulownia Tomentosa) 
and a purple beech (Fagus Sylvatica Atropurpurea) are some of the specimen trees in this large 
rambling garden. 

The Secret Garden hidden behind the wisteria arbour delights our grandchildren who love to play 
chasy in and around this area which provides shelter to many plants including camellias, daphnes 
and a rhododendron.  Sit quietly amongst these and you might spy the many birds that thrive in this 
environment including the red brow firetail finches, the superb blue wrens or the eastern spinebill.  
The larger birds may also make an appearance including the sulphur crested cockatoos, galahs, 
rainbow lorikeets, eastern rosellas and listen for the distinctive call of the elusive grey thrush.  
Yellow tailed black cockatoos frequent pine trees around the dam when the pine cones are 
matured and the old walnut tree at the top of the property is fair game as too, we rarely share in 
the crop!  We have also seen these birds nibbling on the old flowers of the proteas so don’t tend to 
dead head them. 

The Arboretum when we bought this property was a repository for bamboo and about this time the 
pandas were about to take up residence at the Adelaide Zoo.  We had pictured this hill as being a 
perfect site for many deciduous trees eventually giving rise to a hill of wonderful autumn colour.  
We approached the Adelaide Zoo and they were only too happy to come and dig out this significant 
lot of golden bamboo and some large clumping bamboo that were dotted around the property, 
which now adorns the entrance of the Panda enclosure.  The Arboretum trees include pistachio 
chimensis, pyrus calleryana (Bradford, Manchurian and Capital varieties), Gleditsia (Tricanthos 
Sunburst and Triacanthos Ruby Lace), Golden Ash (Fraxinus Excelsior and Fraxinus Americana) and 
many others.  There are a number of Acer Negundos including the Golden Variegated Maple, Pink 
Flamingo and Sensation.  The Elm Tree Grotto so called as the two Elm Trees (Lutescens) that we 
planted 12 years ago have created almost a cavern for shade loving plants to thrive in.  Ferns 
including a huge staghorn, tree ferns and birds nest fern as well as rhododendron, daphne and 
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azaleas abound.  The clivia are also doing well in this area and the adjacent hydrangea under the 
Silky Oak (Grevillea Robusta) comes into their own for Christmas producing huge flower heads. 

The Orchard hosts a variety of deciduous fruit trees including cherry, plum, apricot, peach, 
peacherine, apple and pear.  This area is netted but feel free to wander through this area but watch 
your step as the terrain is steep.  The cherry blossom is quite impressive this time of year.  Most of 
the trees bear well and the fruit is consumed by family and friends and many preserves, jams and 
sauces provide for year round use.  A citrus grove provides ample lemons, oranges, limes, 
mandarins and tangelos. 

The wildlife include kangaroos, koalas, bandicoots, rabbits, the odd fox and reptiles.  At the height 
of summer when there is little feed around we virtually have kangaroos and rabbits on our front 
lawn.  When the temperatures sour towards 40 deg the kangaroos gather in the Elm Tree Grotto as 
this is probably the coolest place on the property. 

The Dam provides a good supply of water for the property augmented by a bore.  We are not 
connected to mains water supply so have a good number of rain water tanks for personal, 
emergency fire use and pot plants.  A biocycle also assists in some areas of the garden as well.  The 
dam breeched in July 2016 and working with the various authorities we had this dam virtually 
rebuilt to the required standards in 2017.  We are very mindful of only using our precious water as 
needed.  The dam also hosts many frogs and on summer evenings the frogs charm us with a 
symphony of awesome calls and at this time of year we have a family or two of ducks waddling 
about. 

The Vegetable Garden is located conveniently behind the house and has provided much produce 
over the years.  Soil preparation is of course the key to a productive vegetable garden and much 
organic fertilizers and horse manure has been used to support this area.  We have multiple 
compost areas that recycles our kitchen and garden waste.  The primary crops that we cultivate are 
tomatoes, green leafy vegetables, zucchini including tromboncino, broad beans, rhubarb, green 
beans and corn.   Herbs and berries also bear well. 

The Chook Yard hosts approximately 20 chickens including 3 roosters.  There are a range of breeds 
including Rhode island reds, specked Sussex, Wyandotte, new Hampshire and of course a few Isa 
Browns.  They do a wonderful job of composting our garden scraps, producing manures and 
producing eggs for not only us also for our extended family.  A retirement plan allows them to see 
out their days doing what chooks do best… 

We hope you enjoy your wander around our garden and appreciate it as we have done over the 
years.  Our plan now is to place this property on the market shortly as it is time for us to wind down 
a little and take on a new challenge on a smaller flat block not far from here.  Our hope is that 
whoever purchases this property will continue to enhance the garden in the future. 
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