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gardening in South Australia and to build strong public support for the development of gardens. 
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The garden has gradually evolved over the past 20 years with a modest budget, experimentation, 
and no grand plan!  Sand pits and cubby houses have come and gone, and the original front lawn 
has been replaced with productive and ornamental plants.    

The pink wisteria was in place when we purchased the house, and more was planted out the back.  
It requires frequent pruning during the growing season, but the flowers, autumn colour and 
summer shade of wisteria are very rewarding.     

I’m a big fan of succulents for their diverse shapes and colours, hardiness and ease of propagation.  
Other Mediterranean climate favourites include Salvias, Geraniums, Limonium, and the silver 
foliage of Wormwood, Cineraria Silver Dust, Plectranthus and Lambs Ears.  More recent favourites 
are cane Begonias (surprisingly hardy) and Bromeliads.   

We are fortunate to have a lovely mature Japanese Maple and Box Elder in the back yard to create 
structure. The removal of a large dead wattle in the south-west corner near the chooks has left an 
unattractive gap, but the young Crepe Myrtles will hopefully fill this in time.  We’re also waiting for 
some replacement trees on the oval behind our back yard to grow taller, but in the meantime, we 
get a great view of sunsets behind the distant trees.   

There are eight fruit trees and the passionfruit out the front, and a further eight fruit trees in the 
chook yard.  Apricots, citrus, figs and persimmon are very productive in our conditions.  Pruning 
after fruiting keeps them a manageable size so we can net them from birds.  The vegies are growing 
out the front because it’s a sunny spot and I enjoy chatting to neighbours walking past as I garden.  
I prefer growing vegies in the ground, rather than in raised beds, as less water is required and the 
soil stays at a more constant temperature in summer. 

The pergola on the southern side of the house was installed last January.  It now protects the 
potting area and fuchsias, and has allowed me to happily expand my collection of hanging baskets.    

Rain is collected from our roof into tanks, so that none leaves our property.  During winter, the 
main overflow goes into a small seasonal pond out the back, where it gradually sinks in.  This is a 
practical way to deal with excess winter downpours, and it ensures the mature trees get a good 
deep soaking.  Summer watering is done with a combination of drip irrigation, movable sprinklers 
and hand watering. 

Our chooks recycle our weeds and food scraps and provide eggs, entertainment and manure.  Their 
manure, plus leaves, tea bags etc is composted in 3 small bins around the side.  This little 
composting system requires minimal effort and space and fulfils our needs.  Any excess green 
waste just goes in the council green bin.   

Creating and caring for my garden gives me a lot of pleasure.  Thank you for visiting, and I hope it 
inspires you to go home and potter around in your garden!    

Kate  
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